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INCOME OF PERSONB AND PAMILIES AT HECORD HIGH IN 1959

{Advance data, March 1960 sample survey.

The average - incomes of persons and families
reached record levels im 1959, according to estimatee
released today by the Buresu of the Census, Department
of Commerce. The average (median) income . of persons
was $2,600 1last year, a.galn of $130, or 5 percent,
over 1958, For families, the median reached $5,400;
this was $330, or 6 percent higher than a year earlier.
Most of the inc¢rease in cash income represented a galn
in real purchasing power eince the Consumer Price Index
rose only about 1 percent batween 1968 and 1959.

For men, last year's median income advanced to a

high of $4,000, up $250 from the preceding year. An-

increased proportlion of men was reported in the upper
income tange. Men with incomes of $5,000 or more ac-
counted for about 37 percent of all male income recip-

ients last year, a8 compared with 32 percent a year.

earlier. The incams advances in 1959 stemmed in large
part from increases 1n employment and wage rates, &s
the econcmy contlmued 1ts recovery from the contraction
of early 1958.

Women's incomes, which averaged $1,200 in 1959,
remained about the same as in the two preceding years.
This relatively low median income. results in part from
the sizable proportion of women working only part time
or intermmittently, or recelving emsll amounts from
sources other than earnings. For year-round full-time
women workers, incomee averaged $3,200 last year. For
men who worked full time throughout the year, the cor-
responding average wac $5,200.

The rise 'in family incomee last year contimued
the general upswing 1in income that has characterlzed
most of the postwar perlod. Between 1947 and 1959,
average (medisn} famlly money income has risen from
$3,000 to $5,400, or about 80 percent., A good part of
thie advance reflected the rise that took place in

consumer prices, but there was also a substantlal.

Figures for 1959 include Alaska and Hawali)

- 1ncrease in real purchasing power. In terms of con-

stant (1959) dollare, average {median) family money
income increased from about $4,000 in 1947 to $5,400
in 1959, a rige that averaged approximately $120 a
vear over this perlod.

The 1959 income statistics presented in this re-
port were obtalned from the PBureau's Current Popu-
lation Survey of March-1960, Additional incame data

. fram the survey for persons and families will appear
in a moye detallad report to be lssued later .this
year, Income statistice collected by the Bureau of the
Census In the 19560 Dacennial. Census will not be avail-
able until next year. There will, of course, be some
differences between data from the Current Population
Survey and the Decennial Census, and later reports
will discuss these 1n detall when the Tesults become
avallable.

Other data relating to the income recelved by the
poﬁulﬂtiun ars avellsble from the pergsornl I1income
serles of the Department of Comnerce, the -Department
of Agriculture’s fam lncame series, Federal individual
income tax data, and 0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance
wage record data. These sets of data are collected for
different purposes and, therefore, differ in several
important respects. A discussion of the comparabllity
of these data may be found in Current Population Re-
ports, 3eries P-60, No. 33, "Income of Familles and
Persons in the United States: 1958.*

Information on income in 1959 was collected in
the Bureau of the Census Current Population Survey
from the clvilian noninetlituticnal -population and mem-
bers of the Armed Porces living off post or with their
familles on post 1n the Unlted States. Since the
‘estimates are based on a sample, they are subject.to
sampling variabilivy. Particular care should be used
1n interpreting medisns and other figures when based
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on relatively small musbers of caseg, as well as small
differences between figures. Moreover, asin all field
surveys of income, the figures are subJect o errors
of response and nonreporting.

Income as defined 1n this report represents total
money income, or the sum of money wages and salaries,
ret income from self-employment, and incame other than
earnings. Pamily income 1 the cambined- total re-
ceived fram these sources by all family members during
the calendar year. The median incame 1is the amount

which divides an incame distributlion into two equal
groups, one group having incomes above the median and
the other having incanes below the median. Medians
for persons are based on the incame distribution of
those who received some Income during the calendar
year.

Thie report cov'ers money I1ncome only, prier to
deductions for taxes. Nonmoney 1tems of income, such
as wages paid in kind and the value of goods produced

and consumed on the farm, are excluded.

LN . v
. L - [
Table A.--DISTRIBUTION OF PERSOMS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVEA BY TOTAL MOMEY DNCOME, BY SRX, FCR THE UNITED STATES: - | . }
1947 AND 1957 TO 1959 ) R
Both sexes Male l'm. le
Total money income - -
1959 1958 1957 1947 1959 1958 1957 1947 1959 1958 1997 1947
TOtEl PErsonS.....ressenreenss 100.0] 100.0] 100.0] 100l 100.0] 100.0] 100.0] 100.0 .0 1000} 1000 1000
Percent with 1nCODS...ecsersrenernes n.l 71.6 .4 63,6 91.0 91.7 91,8 88.9 531.% 52.9 52.6 9.2
Percent without 1ncome.....cevrevese 28.9 28.4 28.6 36,4 9.0 4,3 8.2 n.1 46,5 7.1 47,4 0.8
DNCOME RECIPIENTS
POrcent..ueueacenccavecrenness |  100,0) 100.0| 100.0| 100.0ff 100,0f 100.0! 100.0] 100,60/ 100,0] 21000 100.0) 1000
$1 10 3499 Or 1088, seveaivenvarnrnn 15,7 16.6 16.2 16.6 8.7 9.5 9.2 10.2 26,3 2.6 .0 30.0
$ 12,0 11.8 12,3 13.8 7.3 7.4 8,1 11,1 18,9 18.7 18.7 19.5
8.1 8.3 8.2 12.3 6.3 6,7 6.5 10.5 10,9 10.6 10.8 16.0
6.3 6.7 6,7 12,7 5.4 5.6 5.2 1.3 8.1 8.5 9.1 15,6
6.6 6.9 7.3 13.4 5.6 6,0 6.4 14,9 8.0 8.3 8.8 10.4
5.3 5.5 5.6 8.9 4.8 5,2 5.2 11,3 6.0 5.9 6.1 3.8
8.3 6.5 6.9 8.1 6.3 - 6,5 6.9 10.9 6.3 6.6 6.9 2,1
5.2 5.6 5.9 4.3 5.5 6.5 6.8 5.9 4.8 Ao s 0.9’
5.8 6.2 6.4 3.1 7.1 7.9 8.4 4,3 3.8 3.5 3.2 0.6
4.6 4.8 4.9 - 1.5 6.2 6.6 6,9 2.1 2,1 1.9 1.7 0.3
8.7 8.2 8.3 2.1 12,7 12,1 12,5 3.0 2.6 2.2 1.9 0.3
5.5 5.0 4,5 8.5 7.6 7.0 1.1 1.0 0.7
.4 2.1 5,3 3,0 .4 0.3
alb sa| s 3 } ga| 71 4 } 0.8 o5
a.5 2.7 2.4 1,2 5.4 4.4 v 3.7 1.6 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3
$2,606| $2,474| $2,452| 81,787 ¥3,996| $3,742] $3,684| $2,230] %,222] w,1v6| m,199( %107
Percent of all income recipients.... 46,0 45,9 48,5 () 8.5 57,4 €0,8 ("} T4 28,4 29.6 élg
Median 1600ME, cuyssenrrarenvmvnrense | $4,596| $4,074| $4,203 (2) || $5,242| 34,948 84,720 (1 $3,205| 33,100| $3,006 1
L Not available,
Table B,--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY TOTAL MOMEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1947 AND 1953 TO 1959
Totel money income 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 1947
RO s e vetanennvensssresassstiOUsSADds, 45,062 44, 202 43,74 43,445 42,843 41,934 41,202 37,2397
PErCemt .. isenarararocsonsensocnsn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0
Under $500.... 2,4 2.6 3.0 3.2 3.4 4.6 4.7 4.4
$500 to $999.... 2,7 3.0 3.4 .3 4.3 4.2 3.9. 6.4
$1,000 to $1,499 4.0 3.9 4,0 44 4.9 5.6 4.9 7.8
$1,500 Lo %$1,999,, 4,3 4.8 4.5 4.5 4.9 5.4 5.0 d.8
$2,000 10 $2,499.. 4.6 5.1 5.2 5.1 5.5 5.5 5.7 1.3
$2,500 to $2,999 e 4.7 4.7 b 5.1 5.5 6.4 6.0 10.7
33,000 to $3,499... 5.3 5.3 5.% 6.2 7.4 7.5 7.6 1.3
$3,500 to $3,999.. 4.8 5.9 6.1 6.3 7.2 7.9 8.2 8.4
$4,000 to $4,499,. 5.9 6.9 7.3 8.0 8.2 4.4 8.6 6.9
34,500 o $4,999,. 5.8 6.5 6.8 | . 6.9 7.3 7.2 7.3 L7
$5,000 to $5,999.. 13.2 13,7 14,5 13,7 12,7 1,9 13,2 7.7
$6,000 to $6,599., 11,0 10.7 10,3 9.8 9.5 8.5 8.1
¥7,000 to $7,9%%. 0 iiuuins 8,4 } 8.9
32000 t0 89:999 108 16,8 16.3 15.6 12.9 11,1 11.6
$10,000 to $14,999,.. . 9.1 7.6 6.5 3.9 4.8 4,4 4.1
$15,000 to $24,999... . 2.4 1.9 1.4 1.5 0.5 1.0 1.0 2.7
$25,000 and over.... 0.7 0.5 [ 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.3
L $5,417 $5,087 $4,971 34,783 $4,421 $4,173 $4,23 $3,031
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